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The Surface Transportation Action Forum (STAF), an ad hoc group formed in May 
1995, has done its report on surface street and travel patterns after Central Artery 
construction. In Mayor's Menino plan, mostly endorsed by the STAF, one difference 
from the Central Artery/Tunnel project's plan is that it restores the street pattern of the 
Bulfinch Triangle to pre-Artery form. The CA/T will "consider" the recommendations. 

Unlike the original CA/T plan which had north- and southbound surface streets 
pushing through the center of the Triangle, the Mayor's plan restores the basic street 
plan and enhances redevelopment possibilities. Call Vineet Gupta at the Boston 
Transportation Department for information, 635-2756. 





MBTA Blue Line Station Modernization 


The MBTA Blue Line Rehabilitation Project—a $467 million project to mod- 
ernize stations and lengthen platforms to accommodate six-car trains—is mov- 
ing along. Wonderland, Suffolk Downs and Orient Heights have reopened 
and are in full operation after more than a year of upgrading the stations and the 
line. Cooperation from the MDC allowed commuter parking at Constitution 
Beach, but the beach is now being policed against commuters who may have 
enjoyed driving to Orient Heights and hopping on transit. The remaining 
stations, Wood Island, Maverick and Aquarium, will stay open during the 
upgrading; Wood Island is nearing completion. 

The new design of Airport station is being restudied due to the possibility of 
Logan 2000's rubber-tired People Mover and the fact that roadway configura- 
tions at Logan and connections to Route 1A are in flux. 

Aquarium station construction documents are ready for bidding, but will be 
coordinated with Central Artery work in the area. Plans include a new entrance 
near Marketplace Center. Construction is expected to begin within a year or so. 

The Bowdoin/Charles (Blue-Red) Connector project is dormant, but is still 
shown as a required mitigation measure on the Central Artery /Tunnel Over- 
sight Committee's list. The MBTA's latest plans call for closing Bowdoin in 2000. 





July-August 1995 


"Not the Metropolitan Highway Sys- 
tem Bill," a Ted Williams Tunnel financing 
and operating bill, was signed by Governor 
Weld, giving control of the Ted Williams 
Tunnel to the Massachusetts Turnpike Au- 
thority in return for $100 million from 
MassPike. The bill does not create the Metro- 
politan Highway System, but authorizes $400 
million in new state bonds to fund the Central 
Artery/Tunnel project, thereby saving $90 mil- 
lion in threatened federal funding. 

Gov. Weld vetoed a section of the bill 
requiring Massport to contribute $100 million 
plus to the tunnel, and instead filed legislation 
capping Massport's contribution at $125 mil- 
lion in return for ownership of all tunnel con- 
nector roads on Logan Airport property. He 
also vetoed a study of the costs and feasibility 
of a Metropolitan Highway System, which 
would incorporate the Turnpike Extension, 
Tobin Bridge, three tunnels, Charlestown's 
tunnels, and depressed Central Artery, all to be 
owned and operated by MassPike. 

The bill freezes the Sumner Tunnel toll at $1 
for private cars for at least 16 months. MassPike 
promptly responded this would mean $3 to $5 
tolls for commercial vehicles for the Sumner 
and Ted Williams tunnels to pay for the capital 
and operating costs of the new tunnel. 

Other items passed in the bill are: 

° The Secretary of Transportation, af- 
ter public hearings, will publish a compre- 
hensive state transportation plan before 
Dec. 8, 1995, for the years 1997-2003. 

° The BRA, BTD and MassPike will 
study, at the expense of MassPike, the 
need, feasibility and cost of a westbound 
off-ramp and eastbound on-ramp to the 
Turnpike Extension in the Back Bay. Due 
before Dec. 31, 1995. 

° An oversight plan will be developed 
by Dec. 1, 1995, for the Inspector General's 
office to monitor the detailed finances of 
the Central Artery/Tunnel project. 

° Creation of a Commonwealth Visi- 
tor Information Services Travel Alliance 
(VISTA), responsible for designing and 
maintaining a unified visitor information 
and services system for the state. VISTA 
will fund regional Visitor Information Net- 
work Services Alliances (VINS). 


People Movers 


Robert Mabardy, from interim MBTA General Manager to general 
manager, Middlesex Corp. (construction). 

Patrick J. Moynihan, from undersecretary and general counsel of 
EOTC, to MBTA general manager 

Tom Ennis, from Boston Transportation Department to Massport 

Lisa Lepore, from the Rhode Island office of Vanasse Hangen Brustlin 





a) Boston's famous Freedom Trail is in 
need of an uplift, experts say, so the National 
Park Service commissioned a $500,000 study 
for ways to improve it. The firm Goody Clancy/ 
David Dixon has been considering physical 
and economic strategies to revitalize the Free- 
dom Trail, which has been losing tourist dol- 
lars to other sites. The National Park Service 
is also concerned about dwindling attendance 









3 A water shuttle service "demonstration 
project" has started, connecting the Children's 
Museum, New England Aquarium, North End 
(Burroughs Wharf), the USS Constitution, and 
the Museum of Science. Called "The MuSEAum 
Connection,” the shuttle runs daily from 10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. until September 24. All-day 
shuttle fares are $5 for adults and $4 for children. 

Also on the water is a new ferry service 
between East Boston's Lewis Wharf and down- 








consultants, to Boston Transportation Department 
Michael Collins, leaving Boston Transportation Department 
Catherine D'Amato to Boston Food Bank executive director 
Brian DeLorey, deputy director of Boston Redevelopment Authority, 
to executive post at Massachusetts Housing Finance Authority 
Jim Lydon, Fenway community, to Boston Redevelopment Authority 
Merita Hopkins, from private practice to Corporation Counsel, 
City of Boston 


at some of its downtown sites. The study deals 
with the question of what is the primary reason 
for the Freedom Trail—history or economics? 
The Freedom Trail was the brainchild of 
journalist William Schofield in 1951. Mayor 
Hynes endorsed the idea, recognizing the ben- 
efits to downtown businesses. In 1974 the Bos- 
ton National Historical Park was established to 
oversee many of the Freedom Trail sites. 












town Boston at Long Wharf. The MBTA will 
manage the service, subsidizing the $1 one-way 
fare. Peak-hour service runs every 20 minutes. 






Construction staging areas in the corn- 

dor between Park Square and the Boston 

_| Public Library in Copley Square are all part of the 

Boston Water and Sewer Commission's New 

St. James Avenue Interceptor project to reha- 
bilitate 80-year-old sewer pipes. 

After the current round of preliminary work is 
done, several state-of-the art microtunneling tech- 
niques will be used. These techniques are de- 
signed to cause less disruption than traditional cut- 
and-cover construction. In many cases, segments 
of pipe will be replaced through only two open 
cuts in the street instead of opening a block-long 
trench. Work will be phased to minimize disrup- 
tion and will include nighttume and 24-hour work 
in some areas. Contractor: Modem Continental. 
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The 100th Anniversary of the Boston 
Marathon will be marked with a centennial 
memorial medallion in Copley Square 
along the Boylston Street side of the park. 
Plans for a mulucolor granite mosaic of the race 











“> course and elevation changes along the route, 

Nort h “A encircled by a granite laurel wreath, replace a 

End a plan for a 21-foot high arch with eight columns 

nd /¢ which was met with varying degress of criticism. 
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G The 1,500-car Boston Common 
Underground Garage is open again after 
a three-year, $32 million complete over- 
haul. There is still work to be done restor- 
ing the surface above the garage. So far the 
garage has been only lightly patronized, 
probably due in part to lack of publicity 
and the fact that parkers had to make other 
arrangements during the closure. 

For short-term parkers,the Common ga- 
rage is a bargain, $9 for three hours, versus 
$17 for three hours at the Aquarium Ga- 
rage and $21.50 for Post Office Sq. garage. 
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The Boston Public Works Department is planning 
to reconstruct Cambridge Street between Staniford 
Street (Charles F. Hurley Building) and Charles 
Circle, reducing the number of travel lanes and land- 
scaping the median strip. 

The plans, at the 90 percent design stage, call for: 

* westbound — reduced to two travel lanes, with 10 
left turn lanes and a third permanent parking/ 
loading zone lane with neckdowns 

¢ eastbound — two travel lanes with left turn lanes 
at major intersections and a third lane convertible 
to parking or travel with no neckdowns. 

* trees in the median and sidewalks. 

Between Staniford Street and New Chardon Street, 
Cambridge Street will be three travel lanes in each 
direction, one right turn lane westbound, one parking/ 
loading lane eastbound. Plans for the section from 
New Chardon Street to Tremont Street are still under 
discussion. If state funding is obtained, reconstruction 
will start in mid-1996. 

Boston is pursuing several construction projects to 
narrow streets in the city. The Public Works Depart- 
ment is planning to eliminate one travel lane along 
much of Tremont Street to Boylston Street, the excep- 
tion being the stretch between School Street and 
Winter Street. Similar plans are in the works for 
Commonwealth Avenue at Boston University. 
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4 Central Artery Vent Building No. 4 on Parcel 7, the 
former City Hall parking lot near Haymarket MBTA 
station, is about to start construction. Work is expected 
to start in the fall on this building with plans to include 
35,000 s.f. of market/retail space in addition to the 
below-ground ventilation equipment. In addition to 
ground-floor retail space, there will be three levels of 
parking for 320 cars, 40,000 s.f. of office space and a new 
Orange Line Haymarket MBTA station. 

Twin exhaust stacks will be 125 feet high and an air intake 
stack will be about 80 feet high. Construction is expected 
to be complete by the end of 2000, although the parking 
garage portion will be finished and usable by 1998/9. 

Vent building #4 is no longer planned to house the 
Haymarket pushcart vendors. Section design consultant: 
Sverdrup Corp. 





























Continental Cablevision, owner and occupier 
of the existing Pilot House on Lewis Wharf, and 
Gunwyn Co. are proposing to build an exten- 
sion of the Pilot House reaching to Atlantic 
Avenue, replacing the section which bumed down 
in 1970. This project has been in the works for 
almost 30 years, stalled by elections, recession, 
and activists. 

The proposed extension is six stories high 
(same as the Pilot House), will be brick clad, with 
73,600 gross square feet of floor space. A 120- 
car underground garage, with entrance off East- 
ern Avenue, is also proposed, plus a new water- 
front park and Harborwalk connections. 

The Pilot House was built by the Eastern Rail- 
road during the Civil War and was renovated in 
1971 as apartments and a restaurant. The penny 
ferry from East Boston ran from Lewis Street, 
East Boston, to Lewis Wharf. The new East 
Boston ferry will stop at Long Wharf. For more 
information, call The Harbor Planning Group at 


Source: Central Artery/Tunnel Project 661-6189. 
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Subscribe to The Boston Informer! 


The Boston Informer is available by mail only. 
Don't miss an issue—subscribe now for $20 and 
receive six fact- and fun-filled issues per year! 































You were asking... 


Q. According to The Boston Infomer's chart on the 
Central Artery cost estimate, the Bechtel/Parsons 
team's fees are $1.29 billion. At 16 percent of the 
total project, this is extraordinarily! What gives? 


Name A. The CA/T is clearly a special case. Actually, the 
Address management fee alone at 16 percent is higher than 
typically estimated (10 percent to 12 percent of the 
G Stat 7; project cost), but when combined with design fees, 
os 2. col Ta ae 5 ae it brings the total to $2 billion, about 25 percent. 
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Q. What's happening with the three-year-plus Down- 
town Boston Transportation Plan? 

A. At the final public meeting in May, the Boston Trans- 
portation Department's consultant presented recom- 
mendations on issues such as pedestrians, managing 
off-peak traffic, goods deliveries, bicycles and transit 
information. The final report will be released soon. 
Call Joe Beggan, BT'D, at 635-3084. 


() check enclosed () bill me 
Make check for $20 payable toThe Boston Informer and mail to: 
The Boston Informer 


PO Box 1473 
Boston, MA 02205-147 
pr a 


SS Ty 
Ss aoa eeestinh / Tenet 
ANHATUOTATTNE 







Q. Why is the owner of Francesco's Restaurant in the 
North End finally getting damage payments after be- 
ing bankrupted by the Central Artery/Tunnel project? 

A. The CA/T project won't pay compensaton for loss of 
business caused by its mistakes, but it will pay for 
physical damage. For example, disruption from dig- 
ging up the street twice to fix a sewer pipe installed wrong 

was not compensated, but when a water line was severed 
and flooded Francesco's basement, he will be paid! 





Q. How many taxpayer-financed studies have been 
done over the years for a convention center /megaplex? 
A. Although "planning"for a new arena/ convention cen- 

ter/megaplex has been going on since the late 1960s, 

the spate of studies began in the 1980s. At least eight 
major studies have been done by local and state 
officials on the megaplex, the latest costing $1 million. 
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